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SUBJECT: OECD SUPPORT EOR ILLICIT PAYMENTS AGREEMENT 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED FOLLOWING RESPONSE (DATED 
MAY 30) TO SECRETARY VANCE'S LETTER TO EOREIGN MINISTER 
PAHR. QUOTE: DEAR MR. SECRETARY OE STATE, I THANK YOU 
EOR YOUR LETTER OE MAY 19, 1978 CONCERNING NEGOTIATIONS 
ON AN AGREEMENT COMBATTING ILLICIT PAYMENTS IN INTER- 
NATIONAL COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS. THE AUSTRIAN DELE- 
GATION TO THE OECD HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE CONSULTATIONS TO BE HELD AMONG INTERESTED OECD 
COUNTRIES EROM MAY 31 TO JUNE 2, 1978, AND I WOULD BE 
VERY PLEASED INDEED IE THIS MEETING WOULD LEAD TO A 
GENERAL CONSENSUS WHICH COULD SERVE AS A USEEUL BASIS 
EOR DISCUSSIONS AT THE OECD MINISTERIAL MEETING. 

I SHOULD LIKE TO ADD THAT, WHILE AUSTRIA IS NOT A MEMBER 
OE THE WORKING GROUP OP THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
OP THE UNITED NATIONS DEALING WITH THIS MATTER, OUR 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE EARLY CONCLUSION OP AN INTER- 
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NATIONAL AGREEMENT IS A POSITIVE ONE. ON THE BASIS OP 
THIS POSITION, WHICH REELECTS EXISTING AUSTRIAN LEGIS- 
LATION CONCERNING THE PREVENTION OP CORRUPT PRACTICES 
IN GENERAL, OUR DELEGATION TO THE SUMMER SESSION OP THE 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL WILL ENDEAVOUR TO CONTRIBUTE 
TO A CONSENSUS IN THIS MATTER. YOURS SINCERELY, SIGNED 
WILLIBALD P. PAHR. UNQUOTE. BORG 
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